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Heavy equipment oper ator killed duringrollover of front-end loader

SUMMARY

On October 19, 1999, aheavy equipment operator was
crushed after being g ected from the operator’s compart-
ment of afront-end loader when it went off aroad and
beganrolling downadope. Theoperator (thevictim)
wasdriving to alogging camp fromawork site. Tracks
ontheroad indicated that theloader moved to theedge
of theroad, went down the dlope, rolled over, and

g ected thevictim from the operator’scompartment. The
victimwas crushed beneath theloader. A logtruck driver
saw theloader on the dope and radioed the camp
manager to report theloader’slocation and possible
injury since hedid not seethe operator. Thedriver found
thevictim approximately 100 feet down dopefromthe
road. Alaska State Trooperswerenotified, and the
victimwasdeclared dead at the scene.

Based on thefindingsof theinvestigation, to prevent
smilar occurrences, employersshould:

* Ensurethat all machinery isinspected and
repaired prior touseand that employeesnot use
equipment and motorized vehiclesthat arenot in
serviceable condition;

* Ensurethat all brakeson motorized vehiclesand
equipment arefunctional and capable of stopping
theequipment whilecarryingthemanufacturer’s
maximum recommended load;

* Ensurethat all motorized vehiclesar eequipped

with functional seatbeltsand that seatbeltsare
inspected on aregular basis;

* Ensurethat ingpection, maintenanceand repair
recor dsaremaintained on siteand arekept up
todate.

FACE reportscan beviewed on the
Occupational Injury Prevention Program
website

http://www.epi.hss.state.ak.us/programs/injury
or
Call or fax your request to:
907-269-8000 (phone) 907-562-7802 (fax)



